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source in developed countries but are of greater importance in cen-
trally planned economies, especially China.

Industrial breeding of geese has not begun. Middle-level breeds
provide most of the food-producing birds, as purebreds and as crosses.
The predominant breeds in Western countries are Emden, Toulouse,
and Chinese. There are believed to be many middle-level stocks, es-
pecially in China, but the relationship of those stocks to the predomi-
nant breeds in Europe and North America is not known. Indigenous
stocks probably exist, but they have not been described.

Pigeons

Pigeons are kept largely by fanciers in temperate and cold cli-
mates. In hot areas of Europe, Asia, and Africa, however, they have
been a traditional source of meat for many centuries (Levi, 1969).
The meat product is squab (young pigeon nearly ready to fly). There
is a considerable but uncataloged array of genetic resources, includ-
ing kinds that are highly developed for squab production (Levi, 1969).
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